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UM SCIENTIST A CHAPTER AUTHOR ON TOP CLIMATE CHANGE REPORT 
MISSOULA -
The U.S. government has named University of Montana scientist Steve Running a lead 
author for the “Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 2007 Report.”
Running, a professor in the College for Forestry and Conservation, directs UM’s 
Numerical Terradynamic Simulation Group, which creates software for NASA environmental 
satellites. He will be the lead author for the IPCC report’s “North American Impacts” chapter.
IPCC was established in 1988 by the United Nations Environmental Programme and the 
World Meteorological Organization to provide periodic scientific and technical assessments of 
human-induced climate change and its potential impacts on humankind.
The organization has completed three reports -  the last in 2001 -  and now is 
considered the definitive summary of climate change science by governments and policy 
makers worldwide. The third IPCC report had the most quoted summary statement of 2001: 
“There is new and stronger evidence that most of the warming observed over the last 50 years 
is attributable to human activities.”
The first authors’ meeting for the IPCC report will be Sept. 20-23 in Vienna, Austria.
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